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U.S. - EPA

• Does not regulate odour directly

• Regulates chemical constituents of odour

• Does not preclude states from regulating odour directly



Ten States Regulate Odour using the 

Dilution-to-Threshold (D/T) Method

• Colorado

• Connecticut 

• Delaware

• Illinois

• Kentucky

• Missouri

• Nevada

• North Dakota

• West Virginia

• Wyoming
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State of Colorado
5CCR 1001-4 AQCC Regulation No. 2

✓ 7 D/T residential or commercial

✓ 15 D/T “other” areas

✓ Never > 127 D/T

✓ Swine facility: never >7 D/T @ boundary

✓ Swine facility: never >2 D/T off-site

✓ Two or more exceeding measurements 

within an hour & more than 15-min apart



…if any of the following conditions are present:

✓ambient air after it is diluted with four equally sized 
samples of odour-free air, for two samples or 
observations not less than fifteen minutes apart within 
a one hour period;

✓ambient air intensity greater than 75 ppm n-butanol;

✓a written citizen complaint…verified

Municipality Example







Example



Challenges for Odour Ordinance Development

✓ Lack of understanding  ODOUR

✓ Reluctance to prosecute nuisance

✓ Investigation cost prohibitive

✓ Political obstacles

Technical Infrastructure as important as 

Administrative Infrastructure


